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Abstract: This research paper provides an overview of the current state of sexual rights protection for male minors in 
China and makes recommendations to strengthen existing protection mechanisms. It examines the legal framework, 
the prevalence of sexual offenses, and the current state of sex education in the context of the rights of male minors. By 
analyzing these aspects, the paper aims to reveal the challenges and opportunities for strengthening the protection of the 
sexual rights of this vulnerable group.
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1. Introduction
In the context of China’s large and diverse underage male population, especially as they go through the 
complexities of puberty and sexual development, the protection of their sexual rights becomes critical. Ensuring 
comprehensive protection, including education, support, and legal safeguards, for China’s underage male 
population is essential.

1.1. Overview of China’s legal framework
To understand the current state of sexual rights protection for male minors in China, it is necessary to examine 
the legal framework that governs these rights. Chinese law recognizes the importance of protecting the rights 
of minors, including their sexual rights. The Marriage Law, the Criminal Law, and the Law on the Protection 
of Minors all contain provisions aimed at safeguarding the sexual rights of individual minors. Gaps and 
inconsistencies in the legal framework remain, and the implementation of these laws can vary significantly from 
region to region. It is critical to analyze how effectively these laws protect the sexual rights of male minors and 
areas for improvement [1]. 

1.2. Social and cultural factors
In addition to the legal framework, social and cultural factors play an important role in shaping the landscape of 
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sexual rights for male minors in China. Traditional cultural perceptions and attitudes about sexuality, gender roles, 
and sexual education can influence the way society views and responds to young people’s sexuality. Educational 
institutions, families, and communities all have an impact on the socialization of male minors in China. The 
effectiveness of sex education programs, the availability of confidential counseling services, and the level of 
support provided by families and communities may affect the ability of male minors to exercise their sexual rights.

(1) Traditional cultural attitudes
Traditional cultural attitudes and values often influence the way Chinese society views and discusses 
issues such as sexuality and sexual rights. These perceptions sometimes create taboos that prevent 
open and healthy discussions on sexuality, including sexual rights.

(2) Gender roles 
Prevailing gender roles and expectations may affect young men’s perceptions of their sexual rights 
and responsibilities. Addressing traditional gender stereotypes is critical to promoting gender equality 
and ensuring that men can confidently assert their sexual rights without fear of discrimination or 
disapproval [2]. 

(3) Sex education programs
The effectiveness of sex education programs varies across different regions of China and educational 
institutions. Comprehensive sexuality education programs that cover topics such as reproductive 
health, consent, and gender equality are critical to empowering adolescent males with knowledge 
about their sexuality so that they can make informed decisions. 

(4) Confidential counseling services
The provision of confidential counseling services is critical for adolescent males who may have 
questions or concerns about their sexual health and rights [3]. Ensuring that such services are both 
accessible and unbiased can encourage young people to seek guidance and support.

(5) Support from families and communities
The level of support provided by families and communities can significantly influence how male 
minors exercise their sexual rights. Creating an environment where families and communities are 
willing to discuss sexuality and provide guidance can empower young people to claim their rights 
responsibly.

Addressing these social and cultural factors is critical to creating a supportive and inclusive environment 
in which male minors can confidently and consciously exercise their sexual rights. Promoting open dialogue, 
challenging traditional attitudes, and implementing effective sex education programs are important steps in 
advancing the sexual rights of male minors in China.

1.3. Challenges and obstacles
Although China has taken measures to protect the sexual rights of male minors, a number of challenges and 
obstacles remain. Issues such as social stigma surrounding sex, lack of comprehensive sexuality education, and 
limited access to sexual health services prevent the full realization of these rights [4]. Additionally, the rate of 
reported cases of sexual abuse and exploitation remains an issue, as many male minors may be afraid to come 
forward or unaware of their rights. This study will examine these challenges in detail and explore potential 
solutions to address them.

As can be seen, this study aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the current status of sexual rights 
protection for male minors in China. By analyzing the legal framework, social and cultural factors, and the 
challenges they face, a better understanding of the current state of the problem can be gained and efforts can be 
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made to improve the protection of the sexual rights of this vulnerable group. Through a combination of legal 
reforms, educational initiatives, and cultural awareness, efforts can be made to create an environment that is 
more equitable and supportive of the exercise of sexual rights by male minors.

1.4. Status of protection of the sexual rights of male minors in China
Protecting the sexual rights of male minors is an important aspect of human rights in China. This study delves 
into the multidimensional situation of the sexual rights of male minors, focusing on the legal framework, the 
prevalence of sexual offenses, and the current state of sex education. By examining these aspects, it aims to reveal 
the challenges and opportunities for enhancing the protection of the sexual rights of this vulnerable population.

1.5. Legal framework
The legal framework is the cornerstone for protecting the sexual rights of male minors in China. Chinese law 
recognizes the importance of safeguarding the rights and well-being of minors, including their sexual rights.

(1) Marriage Law: The Marriage Law of the People’s Republic of China stipulates that the minimum legal 
age for marriage is 22 for males and 20 for females. This provision is intended to protect male minors 
from early and potentially forced marriage [5]. 

(2) Criminal Law: The Criminal Law contains provisions on the age of consent for sexual acts and 
penalties for sexual offenses involving minors. It criminalizes sexual acts with minors under the age 
of 14 and imposes severe penalties on offenders.

(3) Law on the Protection of Minors: This comprehensive law covers all aspects of the rights of minors, 
including their right to protection from sexual abuse, exploitation, and harassment. It also emphasizes 
the importance of providing sex education to minors.

These legal measures build the foundation for the protection of the sexual rights of male minors in China. 
It is critical to ensure that these laws are effectively enforced and to address any gaps or inconsistencies in their 
implementation [6]. Proper implementation of these legal provisions is essential to safeguard the rights of male 
minors to exercise their sexual rights and to be free from sexual exploitation and abuse.

1.6. Offenses
Understanding the prevalence and nature of sexual crimes involving male minors is crucial to assessing the 
current state of sexual rights protection. Sexual crimes against minors, including sexual assault, harassment, 
and exploitation, are a serious problem in China. These crimes may inflict lifelong effects on victims, making 
it crucial to address these issues. Reliable statistics on the prevalence of sexual crimes involving male minors 
are often difficult to obtain due to non-reporting and social stigmatization. However, various campaigns 
and advocacy efforts have been undertaken to raise awareness of such crimes and encourage reporting. Law 
enforcement agencies and the judiciary have also demonstrated an increased commitment to intensify the fight 
against sexual offenses [7]. 

1.7. Educational situation
Sex education is an important part of protecting the sexual rights of male minors. It empowers them with 
the necessary knowledge and skills to be able to make informed decisions, understand consent, and protect 
themselves from sexual exploitation and abuse. In China, the status of sex education varies between regions 
and educational institutions. Some schools have implemented comprehensive sexuality education programs 
that cover topics such as reproductive health, sexual consent, and gender equality. However, several challenges 
remain, including the need for standardized curricula, teacher training, and age-appropriate teaching materials. 
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In addition, traditional cultural attitudes and taboos surrounding discussions on sexuality can hinder the 
effectiveness of sexuality education efforts. Promoting open and inclusive discussions about sexuality in 
educational settings is critical to empowering male minors to claim their sexual rights.

Protecting the sexual rights of male minors in China requires a multilayered approach, including 
legislation, crime prevention, and comprehensive sex education. While significant progress has been made 
in recognizing and addressing the challenges, sustained efforts are needed to ensure the full realization of the 
sexual rights of this vulnerable population. Closing gaps in the legal framework, combating sexual offenses, and 
improving sex education are critical steps towards creating a safer and more supportive environment in which 
male minors can exercise their sexual rights.

2. Problems in the protection of the sexual rights of male minors in China 
2.1. Unclear boundaries between rape and sexual assault
One of the fundamental problems in protecting the sexual rights of male minors in China is the ambiguity 
surrounding the line between rape and sexual assault. China’s Criminal Law defines rape as sexual intercourse 
with a female under the age of 14 or with a male under the age of 12, in which the perpetrator will be severely 
penalized. However, sexual assault, especially when involving male minors, is not always clearly defined or 
prosecuted. This lack of clarity may result in perpetrators of sexual assault against male minors potentially not 
being properly prosecuted or punished. There is a need to revisit and refine the legal definition and categorization 
of sexual assault to ensure that all victims, regardless of gender, receive equal protection under the law [8]. 

2.2. Inadequate remedies for victims
Another pressing challenge in protecting the sexual rights of male minors is the limited remedies for victims. 
Victims of sexual offenses often face significant physical, emotional, and psychological trauma and need 
comprehensive support and assistance. While some measures have been taken to provide support for victims, 
including psychological counseling services and legal assistance, these resources may not be readily available 
or fully funded in all regions of China. In addition, the social stigma associated with sexual assault may deter 
victims from seeking help or reporting the crime, compounding their suffering [9]. Efforts should be made to 
expand and improve the availability of victim support services to ensure that underage male victims of sexual 
offenses have access to medical care, psychological counseling, legal assistance, and safe spaces where they can 
recover and seek justice without fear of retribution.

2.3. Limited awareness and dissemination of sex education
Sex education plays a key role in empowering male minors to understand their sexual rights, make informed 
decisions, and protect themselves from sexual exploitation and abuse. However, in China, there are uneven 
levels of sex education and a general lack of awareness and understanding of this important topic. Cultural 
taboos and social norms often prevent open discussion of sexuality in educational settings, resulting in many 
male minors knowing little about issues such as sexual health, consent, and gender equality. The lack of 
standardized sex education curricula, trained educators, and age-appropriate materials further exacerbates the 
problem. To address this challenge, a concerted effort is needed to promote comprehensive, age-appropriate, 
and culturally sensitive sexuality education. Schools, parents, and communities must work together to create an 
environment in which male minors have access to accurate and unbiased information about their sexual rights 
and responsibilities.

As can be seen, protecting the sexual rights of male minors in China is a complex task that requires 
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addressing a number of major challenges. The legal definitions of sexual offenses, avenues of redress for 
victims, and the state of sex education all require careful consideration and reform. By recognizing and actively 
addressing these issues, China can take an important step towards ensuring that male minors enjoy the same 
rights and protections as their female counterparts with regard to sexual rights and sexual offenses [10]. 

3. Countermeasures to improve the sexual rights protection mechanism for male 
minors in China
3.1. Improvement of laws and regulations
In order to improve the protection of the sexual rights of male minors, relevant laws and regulations must be 
improved and strengthened. The Criminal Law should be amended to clearly and comprehensively define 
sexual offenses such as sexual assault, including rape and other forms. The law should also be gender-neutral to 
ensure equal protection for all victims, regardless of gender. The age of consent should be increased, aligning 
with international standards to ensure that minors are protected from sexual exploitation. Clear guidance should 
also be provided on age-related consensual issues. The penalties for sexual abuse of minors should be regularly 
reviewed and updated to deter potential perpetrators and ensure justice for victims. Penalties should be 
commensurate with the seriousness of the offense. A safe reporting mechanism like anonymous reporting and 
confidential channels should be established so that victims are encouraged to report sexual assaults. Training 
should be provided for law enforcement officials, legal professionals, and the judiciary to deal sensitively and 
effectively with cases involving underage male victims of sexual assault [11]. 

3.2. Strengthening remedies for victims
In order to better support underaged male sexual assault victims, there is an urgent need to enhance the remedies 
available to them. Specialized centers or organizations dedicated to providing comprehensive support services to 
victims of sexual assault should be established, including medical care, psychological counseling, legal assistance, 
and crisis intervention. Reparations programs that provide financial assistance to victims for their medical and 
psychological treatment, lost income, and other related expenses should be implemented [12]. Furthermore, it is 
crucial to ensure the safety and well-being of victims during legal proceedings by providing witness protection 
measures to prevent intimidation or retaliation. Public awareness campaigns should be organized to reduce the 
stigma associated with sexual assault and encourage victims to seek help and report the crime.

3.3. Promoting sex education and sexual assault prevention
Comprehensive sex education and prevention efforts are necessary to prevent sexual assault against male 
minors and to empower them with knowledge and skills on how to protect themselves. Standardized sex 
education curricula should be developed and implemented in schools, colleges, and universities. The curricula 
should cover topics like sexual health, consent, gender equality, and sexual assault prevention. Educators and 
teachers should be trained in providing sex education and creating a safe and open environment where students 
can ask questions and seek guidance. Moreover, parents should be encouraged to participate in sex education by 
providing them with resources and guidance on discussing sex-related topics with their children. Community-
led programs and workshops that address sexual education and prevention that engage both youth and adults 
should also be organized. Lastly, age-appropriate online resources and platforms that provide information and 
support on sex education and sexual assault prevention should be created [13]. 
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4. Conclusion
Strengthening the mechanisms for protecting the sexual rights of male minors in China requires a 
comprehensive approach that covers laws and regulations, victim remedies, and sex education and sexual 
assault prevention. By implementing the recommendations and strategies presented, China can work to create a 
safer and more supportive environment in which male minors can exercise their sexual rights while effectively 
preventing and responding to sexual offenses against them. Society, policymakers, educators, and parents must 
work together to provide a brighter and safer future for young males in China.
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