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Abstract: With the deepening of education reform, the teaching work of stop motion animation courses should be 
further optimized. Teachers should actively introduce new education concepts and methods to better arouse students’ 
interest, strengthen their understanding and application of the knowledge, and improve the education effect. Project-based 
learning, as a popular education method at present, can greatly enrich the teaching content of stop motion animation 
courses, broaden the path of education, and greatly promote the more comprehensive development of students. In view of 
this, this paper will analyze the application of project-based learning in stop motion animation course teaching, and put 
forward some strategies for peer references.
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1. Analysis of connotation and characteristics of project-based learning
1.1. Connotation of project-based learning
Project-based learning means that when learning activities are carried out, knowledge exploration is carried 
out in combination with a specific project, so as to help students complete the thinking, analysis, and summary 
of knowledge, form a set of their own knowledge system, and improve their comprehensive ability to solve 
problems [1]. In this process, teachers should attach importance to the optimization and management of the 
project. In project-based learning, teachers can provide students with a project activity and guide them to carry 
out the project plan design, goal formulation, and project implementation. Students are then allowed to complete 
the exploration and practice of knowledge in the project [2]. In this way, students can greatly improve their 
understanding and application of relevant knowledge and master more knowledge related to the project.

1.2. Characteristics of project-based learning
1.2.1. Practical
The essence of project-based learning is to enable students to explore knowledge in combination with projects, 
so as to enhance their understanding and application of what they have learned, which also shows that project-
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based learning itself has strong practical characteristics [3]. In project-based learning, students need to participate 
in the project, think and practice the problems involved, and then complete the project-based knowledge learning. 
Based on the analysis of the current teaching situation of stop motion animation courses, the application of 
project-based learning to course teaching can create a more free and relaxed learning atmosphere for students, 
which will greatly promote the improvement of their problem-solving ability [4].

1.2.2. Comprehensive
When applying the project-based learning method to stop motion animation course teaching, teachers should 
analyze its comprehensive characteristics, so as to greatly improve the teaching effect of the course, let students 
master more professional course knowledge, and further improve their knowledge system of stop motion 
animation course [5]. The project-based learning method itself has strong comprehensive characteristics, and 
its content is rich and diverse. The project content can also adapt to various types of knowledge and can be 
effectively applied to the teaching of stop motion animation courses [6].

2. Application values of project-based learning in stop motion animation courses
2.1. Broadening students’ thinking
Applying the project-based learning method to stop motion animation teaching can effectively broaden students’ 
thinking and make them more active in learning, which is also an important basis for improving their learning 
effect [7]. By applying the project-based learning method to the teaching of stop motion animation courses, 
students can gradually fall in love with learning and enhance their learning enthusiasm in project exploration. In 
addition, knowledge exploration combined with project can make students’ thinking become more divergent, so 
that they can gradually form a set of their own ideas to solve problems and improve their learning efficiency [8].

2.2. Stimulating students’ learning initiative
In the past, teachers failed to put students in the main position of the class when teaching stop motion animation 
courses, with students mostly passively accepting knowledge, which greatly hinders the improvement of their 
learning efficiency and is not conducive to their interest in learning stop motion animation courses [9]. By 
applying the project-based learning method to stop motion animation teaching, students can become the subject 
of project exploration, which can more effectively stimulate their learning initiative and further develop their 
exploration and thinking abilities [10]. Project-based learning is a student-based education model, which can 
guide students to carry out more efficient knowledge exploration activities and provide them with more practice 
opportunities and exploration space, so that they can become the real learning subject. It can be seen from here 
that the application of the project-based learning method to the teaching of stop motion animation courses can 
greatly enrich the form of educational work and enhance the openness and interest of the teaching of stop motion 
animation courses [11].

2.3. Developing students’ comprehensive literacy
Applying the project-based learning method to stop motion animation course teaching can further enrich 
the course teaching content, create a better teaching environment, and promote the development of students’ 
comprehensive literacy. Generally, when students explore the knowledge of stop motion animation courses in 
combination with projects, they will have strong initiative in knowledge exploration, and their thinking will 
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become more active and proactive, which will greatly promote the teaching effect of stop motion animation 
courses. In addition, by applying the project-based learning method to the teaching of stop motion animation 
courses, students can carry out deeper communication and interaction in combination with projects, so that they 
can gain more knowledge in the study of stop motion animation courses, changing from passive learning to active 
learning [12]. In the long run, students’ analytical and practical skills will be further developed, which will greatly 
promote the improvement of their comprehensive literacy.

3. Analysis of the current teaching situation of stop motion animation courses
3.1. Overemphasis on exam-oriented education
At present, many teachers are influenced by traditional teaching concepts when teaching stop motion animation 
courses. They unconsciously focus on theoretical knowledge and neglect the education and training of students’ 
skills and qualities, which makes it difficult for students to be the subject of the classroom. In addition, under 
the influence of exam-oriented education, some teachers will skip some seemingly unimportant content when 
teaching stop motion animation courses [13]. As a result, the knowledge system of stop motion animation courses 
mastered by students is not coherent enough, thus affecting their further learning of knowledge content.

3.2. Simple teaching content
At present, the competition among various schools is becoming more and more fierce, which will lead to some 
schools paying too much attention to students’ exam results, rarely analyzing the actual needs of students and 
carrying out further innovation and optimization of stop motion animation course content, which is extremely 
unfavorable to their future development [14]. In addition, students are in a stage of physical and mental 
development, and their daily study and life are easily affected by external factors. If they are in an environment 
lacking innovation consciousness and practical atmosphere for a long time, it will greatly hinder the development 
of their ability. The reason for this is that teachers rarely update and optimize the content of stop motion 
animation courses in a timely manner. As a result, many students’ knowledge content is different from the job 
requirements of enterprises, which greatly affects students’ learning initiative and is not conducive to their better 
employment in the future.

3.3. Boring teaching environment
At present, when teaching stop motion animation courses in many schools, the overall teaching atmosphere is 
rather boring, and it is difficult for teachers to introduce some novel and interesting auxiliary means into the 
classroom, thus failing to stimulate students’ interest in learning and hindering their future development. At the 
same time, due to the lack of new technologies and means, it is difficult for teachers to create a free and relaxed 
atmosphere for students, which is not conducive to the construction of a high-quality teaching environment, 
and students cannot form a higher level of professional accomplishment [15]. The boring atmosphere fails to 
help students integrate more deeply into the knowledge exploration of stop motion animation courses, which is 
not conducive to their in-depth understanding of the relationship between various technologies and knowledge 
and prevents them from forming a perfect knowledge system of stop motion animation. In the teaching of stop 
motion animation, the teaching materials that students most often use are textbooks. However, few teachers can 
expand the content of textbooks. Students will face the same knowledge content for a long time, which will also 
lead to a boring teaching environment, thus affecting the improvement of students’ learning effect.
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4. Application strategies of project-based learning in stop motion animation courses
4.1. Creating a relaxed atmosphere and building a scientific group
In order to improve the application effect of project-based learning in stop motion animation teaching, teachers 
should attach importance to the construction of a good atmosphere, so as to lay a solid foundation for the 
subsequent teaching work. By building a good atmosphere, students can carry out more active and proactive 
thinking in the project, which is also the basis and premise for them to carry out high-quality knowledge 
exploration. Therefore, in the construction of a high-quality atmosphere, teachers should treat each student 
with certification, so that they can understand that they are an indispensable element in the project activities. In 
project-based learning, if students have wonderful speeches and performances, teachers can timely and accurately 
encourage and recognize them, so as to better stimulate their learning initiative and self-confidence. If students 
make mistakes, teachers should be tolerant, help students determine the causes of problems, and then provide 
targeted guidance based on the actual situation, so that they can take the initiative to participate in the project 
knowledge exploration and improve the education effect.

In order to improve the application effect of project-based learning in stop motion animation course 
teaching, teachers can try to establish a cooperative group, which will greatly promote the teaching effect of the 
course. Generally, college students have a certain knowledge reserve, and it is not appropriate to divide them 
into two-person groups when grouping them. In this way, it is difficult to realize the collision of thinking among 
students, which is extremely unfavorable to improving the application quality of project-based learning in stop 
motion animation teaching. Therefore, teachers can try to divide students into groups of 3–5 people, and then 
organize them to study and explore stop motion animation course knowledge in combination with projects, so as 
to better highlight the advantages of cooperative learning. During group discussions in combination with projects, 
students can analyze each other’s views and opinions, etc. For example, students can learn from their peers’ 
excellent ideas, which is of great significance to improving their learning effect.

4.2. Clarifying learning objectives and cultivating practical ability
When the project-based learning method is applied to the teaching of stop motion animation courses, a lack 
of clear goals will be a great obstacle to the development of the teaching work in the future. Therefore, when 
applying the project-based learning method to stop motion animation course teaching, teachers should establish 
a clear and reasonable goal according to the actual situation of students, which can greatly improve the effect of 
course teaching. In practice, in order to further help students understand the teaching objectives of stop motion 
animation courses, teachers can combine multimedia equipment to carry out education activities, use PPT to 
decompose the project objectives and processes, and then show them to the students. In this way, it can help 
students to have a deeper and more comprehensive understanding of the project content and project objectives, 
enable them to explore and learn the stop motion animation course knowledge more efficiently, and ensure the 
correctness of the project-based learning direction.

After defining the teaching objectives of stop motion animation courses, teachers can conduct research on 
students’ practical abilities and comprehensive accomplishments. When applying the project-based learning 
method to the teaching of stop motion animation, teachers can first design different numbers for students, and 
then ask them to make speeches in groups in order, combining the knowledge content and personal understanding 
of stop motion animation. After the speeches, teachers can select some students to summarize and analyze these 
speeches. In this way, students can understand the ideas of other students, so as to realize the collision of thinking 
between students.
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4.3. Selecting the right time to improve students’ comprehensive ability
After understanding the project-based learning method, some teachers will try to apply it to the course teaching 
every time they carry out stop motion animation course teaching. However, the knowledge of stop motion 
animation courses itself has high requirements for students’ thinking and practical abilities. It requires students 
to conduct some knowledge exploration independently. Overusing project-based learning methods will make it 
difficult for some students to conduct in-depth analyses based on the knowledge they have learned, which is not 
conducive to the development of their comprehensive ability. Therefore, teachers should choose the appropriate 
application time to ensure that the application of the inquiry learning method is reasonable and scientific, so that 
the project-based learning method can play a greater role in the teaching of stop motion animation courses.

When applying the project-based learning method to the teaching of stop motion animation courses, 
teachers should participate in students’ knowledge exploration and project practice, so as to provide them with 
more timely and efficient services and further improve students’ knowledge exploration efficiency. For some 
high-quality speeches and ideas, teachers should give corresponding encouragement, which can greatly enhance 
students’ sense of achievement and make them participate in the project discussion more actively. By finding 
suitable application time, the teaching effect of stop motion animation courses can be greatly improved and 
students’ comprehensive ability can be further developed.

5. Conclusion
Stop motion animation is a type of art with a unique art form, which can visualize and personify the production 
process of animation so that the audience can have a feeling of being in the scene. The production process of 
stop motion animation includes many aspects such as art design, photography, screenwriting, performance, 
etc. Therefore, the teaching activities need to give full play to the initiative and enthusiasm of students. The 
introduction of the project-based learning method in stop motion animation teaching activities is conducive 
to mobilizing students’ enthusiasm and initiative in learning, allowing students to create in real situations and 
apply the creation results to classroom teaching, thus improving the teaching quality of stop motion animation. 
In short, teachers should attach importance to the application value of project-based learning in stop motion 
animation courses, and take effective measures to promote the improvement of teaching quality and level of 
stop motion animation courses.
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