
101

Journal of Electronic Research and Application, 2024, Volume 8, Issue 4
http://ojs.bbwpublisher.com/index.php/JERA

ISSN Online: 2208-3510
ISSN Print: 2208-3502

Application of Power Electronics Converters in 
Renewable Energy
Tao Cheng*

Xi’an Kedagaoxin University, Xi’an 710100, China

*Corresponding author: Tao Cheng, ct1364215794@sina.com

Copyright: © 2024 Author(s). This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License
(CC BY 4.0), permitting distribution and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is cited.

Abstract: Against the backdrop of global energy shortages and increasingly severe environmental pollution, renewable 
energy is gradually becoming a significant direction for future energy development. Power electronics converters, as 
the core technology for energy conversion and control, play a crucial role in enhancing the efficiency and stability of 
renewable energy systems. This paper explores the basic principles and functions of power electronics converters and their 
specific applications in photovoltaic power generation, wind power generation, and energy storage systems. Additionally, 
it analyzes the current innovations in high-efficiency energy conversion, multilevel conversion technology, and the 
application of new materials and devices. By studying these technologies, the aim is to promote the widespread application 
of power electronics converters in renewable energy systems and provide theoretical and technical support for achieving 
sustainable energy development.
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1. Introduction
In addressing global climate change and the energy crisis, the development of renewable energy has become 
a consensus among governments and research institutions worldwide. Renewable energy sources such as 
Photovoltaics (PV) and wind energy have become important alternatives to traditional fossil fuels due to their 
clean, efficient, and sustainable characteristics. However, the output characteristics of these energy sources are 
volatile and unstable, posing challenges to the stable operation of the power grid. Power electronics converters, 
as crucial bridges connecting renewable energy and the power grid, directly affect the efficiency and stability 
of the entire energy system. Therefore, studying the application of power electronics converters in renewable 
energy is of significant theoretical and practical importance.

Power electronics converters can achieve efficient energy conversion and, through advanced control 
technologies, optimize and regulate energy output, thereby enhancing the overall performance of renewable 
energy systems. With technological advancements, new power electronics converters have made significant 
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progress in high-efficiency energy conversion, multilevel conversion, and the application of new materials and 
devices, providing new solutions for optimizing renewable energy systems.

2. The importance of power electronics converters in renewable energy
2.1. Basic principles and functions of power electronics converters
Power electronics converters are key devices that convert electrical energy from one form to another and 
are widely used in renewable energy systems. Their basic principle involves the switching actions of power 
electronic devices, achieving voltage and current regulation and conversion through high-frequency switching 
technology with Direct Current (DC) and Alternating Current (AC). Power electronics converters mainly 
include DC-DC converters, AC-DC converters, DC-AC converters, and AC-AC converters. Each type of 
converter has specific functions and application scenarios. For instance, DC-DC converters are commonly used 
for Maximum Power Point Tracking (MPPT) in PV systems, while DC-AC converters convert DC power from 
PV or wind energy systems into AC power for grid integration.

The core functions of power electronics converters include voltage conversion, energy regulation, harmonic 
suppression, and power factor correction. By precisely controlling the switching states of power semiconductor 
devices, converters can achieve efficient energy conversion and transmission, meeting the demands of various 
loads. Additionally, modern power electronics converters integrate intelligent control algorithms and digital 
signal processing technologies to achieve real-time monitoring and regulation of complex power quality issues [1].

2.2. The importance of improving energy conversion efficiency
Improving energy conversion efficiency is crucial in renewable energy systems. High-efficiency energy 
conversion maximizes the utilization of natural resources, significantly reduces energy losses, and enhances the 
overall performance and economic efficiency of the system. As the core component of energy conversion, the 
efficiency of power electronics converters directly affects the efficiency of the entire system.

High-efficiency power electronics converters can maintain low energy losses under various operating 
conditions, ensuring efficient energy transmission and utilization. For example, the application of advanced 
technologies such as soft-switching, Zero-Voltage Switching (ZVS), and Zero-Current Switching (ZCS) can 
reduce switching losses and improve converter efficiency. Moreover, multilevel converter technology, through 
stepped voltage processing, further reduces switching losses and electromagnetic interference, enhancing the 
overall system efficiency.

Improving energy conversion efficiency also reduces the system’s cooling requirements and equipment 
size, lowering operational costs and maintenance difficulties. Efficient power electronics converters enhance the 
economic and reliability aspects of renewable energy systems, providing essential support for achieving green 
energy and sustainable development goals.

2.3. Adapting to variable energy inputs
A significant characteristic of renewable energy is its variable and uncertain input. Natural resources such 
as solar and wind energy are influenced by climate and environmental conditions, resulting in significant 
randomness and volatility in their output power. Power electronics converters must possess high adaptability to 
cope with variable energy inputs and ensure stable system operation.

To adapt to variable energy inputs, power electronics converters employ advanced control strategies and 
algorithms. For instance, in PV systems, MPPT algorithms can adjust the operating point of the PV array 
in real-time, ensuring maximum power output under varying sunlight conditions. In wind power generation 
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systems, variable speed constant frequency control technology adjusts the generator’s speed to ensure stable 
power output under different wind speeds [2].

Furthermore, power electronics converters enhance system reliability and disturbance resistance through 
multilevel topologies and redundancy designs, maintaining efficient and stable operation in complex and 
variable environments. The introduction of intelligent and digital technologies endows converters with stronger 
adaptive capabilities and fault diagnosis abilities, providing a solid foundation for the safe and reliable operation 
of renewable energy systems.

3. Application of power electronics converters in renewable energy systems
3.1. Application in photovoltaic power generation systems
In PV power generation systems, power electronics converters are primarily used to efficiently convert the DC 
power generated by PV arrays into AC power and to optimize energy output through MPPT technology. PV 
inverters are key components in this system, responsible for converting DC power into high-quality AC power 
synchronized with the grid and ensuring the stability and reliability of the output power.

PV inverters can be categorized into three types based on their topology: centralized inverters, string 
inverters, and micro-inverters. Centralized inverters are suitable for large-scale PV power plants, offering high 
efficiency and low cost by processing the power conversion of multiple PV strings through a single inverter. 
However, the downside of this configuration is the high risk of single-point failures; if the inverter fails, it can 
lead to significant power loss.

String inverters are suitable for medium and small-scale PV systems. They provide independent control 
for each string, enhancing system flexibility and energy output efficiency. This approach effectively reduces the 
risk of single-point failures and better adapts to complex lighting conditions, allowing each string to operate at 
its optimal point [3].

Micro-inverters are applied to individual PV modules, enabling fine-grained energy optimization and 
monitoring, making them ideal for distributed PV systems. The advantage of micro-inverters is that each PV 
module can work and optimize independently, significantly improving overall system efficiency and reducing 
performance mismatch issues among PV modules. The modular design of micro-inverters also enhances system 
scalability and maintenance convenience.

3.2. Application in wind power generation systems
In wind power generation systems, the application of power electronics converters mainly focuses on the 
implementation of Variable Speed Constant Frequency (VSF) technology and the optimization of power quality. 
Wind power generation systems convert unstable mechanical energy into stable electrical energy through 
variable-speed wind turbines. Power electronics converters play a crucial role in ensuring that the system 
efficiently and stably converts wind energy into electrical energy.

In VSF wind power generation systems, Doubly-Fed Induction Generators (DFIG) and Full Power 
Converters (FPC) are two main technical routes. In DFIG systems, power electronics converters are connected 
to the rotor side of the generator, achieving variable-speed constant frequency operation by regulating rotor 
current. This method offers cost and efficiency advantages by using partial power converters (typically 30% of 
rated power) to adjust rotor-side power for variable-speed operation and constant frequency output. However, 
DFIG systems are sensitive to grid power quality and may have weak disturbance resistance during grid faults 
or voltage fluctuations, potentially affecting system stability.

In contrast, FPC systems use full power converters connecting the generator and the grid, enabling a 
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wider range of speed regulation and higher power quality. In FPC systems, all the generated power passes 
through the converter, converting variable-frequency and variable-voltage AC power from the generator into 
constant-frequency and constant-voltage AC power for the grid. Since the entire power path goes through the 
power electronics converter, FPC systems can better control the quality of the output power, providing stronger 
adaptability and stability, especially under complex conditions and grid scenarios [4].

Power electronics converters in wind power generation systems not only handle energy conversion but 
also achieve functions such as power balancing, reactive power compensation, and harmonic suppression 
through advanced control algorithms. Power balancing involves adjusting generator output power during wind 
speed changes to maintain stable system operation. Reactive power compensation improves the power factor 
of the grid by regulating reactive power, enhancing power quality. Harmonic suppression reduces harmonic 
components in the converter’s output current, minimizing electromagnetic interference with the grid and 
ensuring power purity.

3.3. Application in energy storage systems
Energy storage systems play a key role in balancing energy supply and demand, improving grid stability 
and reliability in renewable energy systems. Power electronics converters in energy storage systems enable 
bidirectional energy flow and conversion between storage devices (such as batteries and capacitors) and the grid 
or load, providing crucial technical support for efficient energy utilization and stable system operation.

In battery storage systems, bidirectional DC-DC converters and DC-AC converters are the main power 
electronics devices. Bidirectional DC-DC converters control battery charging and discharging, ensuring optimal 
battery operation through efficient voltage and current regulation. These converters precisely control voltage 
and current during charging and discharging to maximize battery life and improve system efficiency. Advanced 
control algorithms, such as Battery Management Systems (BMS), monitor battery status in real-time to prevent 
overcharging, over-discharging, and overheating, ensuring battery safety and reliability [5].

DC-AC converters convert stored DC power from batteries into AC power for grid or load use. These 
converters achieve efficient energy conversion while ensuring power quality by reducing harmonics and 
fluctuations. DC-AC converters must have seamless switching capabilities to ensure that energy storage 
systems can quickly switch to off-grid mode during grid faults, continuing to supply critical loads and ensuring 
continuous and stable power supply.

Supercapacitor storage systems utilize their fast charging and discharging capabilities and high-power 
density as transient response devices for the grid. Supercapacitors offer higher power density and faster charging 
and discharging speeds than traditional batteries, making them suitable for short-term energy storage and rapid 
response buffering. Power electronics converters in supercapacitor systems achieve fast energy conversion and 
power regulation. Using high-frequency switching technology and intelligent control algorithms, converters can 
respond to grid frequency fluctuations and voltage drops within milliseconds, enhancing grid dynamic stability 
and disturbance resistance.

Moreover, hybrid energy storage systems combine the advantages of batteries and supercapacitors, 
leveraging their complementary characteristics. Power electronics converters in hybrid storage systems play 
a crucial role in coordinated control and energy management. Advanced control strategies and optimization 
algorithms enable efficient energy utilization and optimized system operation in hybrid storage systems. For 
example, the system can primarily rely on battery storage during low daily loads and use supercapacitors for 
rapid response during sudden load increases or grid fluctuations, maintaining system stability.
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4. Innovative applications of power electronics converters in renewable energy 
systems
4.1. High-efficiency energy conversion technologies
High-efficiency energy conversion is one of the core goals of applying power electronics converters in 
renewable energy systems. With increasing demands for energy efficiency, various high-efficiency energy 
conversion technologies have emerged [6].

Soft-switching technology is one of the crucial means to improve energy conversion efficiency. Compared 
to traditional hard-switching technology, soft-switching achieves zero-voltage or zero-current switching 
during the on-and-off states of switching devices, significantly reducing switching losses and Electromagnetic 
Interference (EMI). Common soft-switching technologies include ZVS and ZCS. By optimizing circuit 
topologies and control strategies, these technologies further enhance the efficiency and reliability of converters.

High-frequency converter design is also key to achieving high-efficiency energy conversion. By increasing 
the switching frequency, converters can achieve smaller size and higher power density, while reducing the 
size and weight of filters and transformers. However, high-frequency converter design faces challenges such 
as switching losses and thermal management, which require advanced materials and cooling technologies to 
address.

Additionally, energy management technologies based on digital control and intelligent control play an 
important role in improving converter efficiency. Through real-time monitoring and dynamic adjustment, 
intelligent control technologies can optimize the operating state of converters, achieving efficient energy 
utilization and minimizing losses.

4.2. Advances in multilevel conversion technology
Multilevel conversion technology has gained widespread attention in the field of power electronics converters. 
By increasing the number of output voltage levels, it can significantly reduce harmonic content and switching 
losses, improving converter efficiency and power quality.

Neutral-Point Clamped (NPC) multilevel converters are a classic topology in multilevel conversion, 
achieving voltage clamping through diodes, resulting in multiple output voltage levels. This technology features 
a simple structure and convenient control, but in high-level applications, the number of diodes and losses 
increase significantly.

Flying Capacitor (FC) multilevel converters achieve voltage clamping through capacitors, reducing the use 
of diodes while improving voltage utilization and system efficiency. This technology has significant advantages 
in high-power applications, although capacitors tend to be larger and more expensive.

Cascaded H-Bridge (CHB) multilevel converters achieve high-level output by cascading multiple low-
voltage units, featuring modular design and strong fault tolerance. This technology has broad application 
prospects in large-scale renewable energy grid-connected systems but requires complex control and 
coordination strategies.

In recent years, multilevel conversion technology has made significant progress in topology structures, 
control strategies, and application fields. For example, hybrid multilevel converters combine the advantages of 
various topologies and achieve higher efficiency and better power quality through intelligent control algorithms.

4.3. Application of new materials and devices
The application of new materials and devices is a key driving force in the development of power electronics 
converter technology. Wide bandgap semiconductor materials, such as silicon carbide (SiC) and gallium nitride 
(GaN), significantly enhance converter performance.
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SiC devices have characteristics of high voltage resistance, high frequency, and high-temperature stability. 
Compared to traditional silicon-based devices, they exhibit lower switching losses and smaller on-resistance. 
SiC devices show great potential in high-frequency high-efficiency energy conversion applications, such as PV 
inverters and electric vehicle charging systems, improving system efficiency and power density.

GaN devices, with higher electron mobility and smaller device sizes, perform excellently in high-
frequency and high-power applications. GaN devices have been widely used in communication power supplies, 
data center power supplies, and portable device chargers, significantly enhancing system energy efficiency and 
performance.

Moreover, the development of nanomaterials and advanced packaging technologies provides new avenues 
for enhancing the performance of power electronics converters. The high thermal conductivity and strength of 
nanomaterials help improve device heat dissipation efficiency and mechanical strength. Advanced packaging 
technologies further reduce device size, increase power density, and enhance reliability.

By continuously exploring the application of new materials and devices, power electronics converters 
will achieve higher efficiency, smaller size, and longer lifespan in renewable energy systems, providing strong 
support for the widespread application and technological advancement of renewable energy.

5. Conclusion
This paper systematically analyzed the application of power electronics converters in PV power generation, 
wind power generation, and energy storage systems. It discussed their basic principles and functions in detail 
and introduced current innovations in high-efficiency energy conversion, multilevel conversion technology, and 
the application of new materials and devices. The research indicates that power electronics converters play an 
irreplaceable role in enhancing the efficiency and stability of renewable energy systems.

In the future, with continuous technological advancements, power electronics converters will develop 
towards higher efficiency, higher power density, and increased intelligence. The application of new materials 
and devices will further enhance converter performance, providing more possibilities for the widespread 
application and optimization of renewable energy systems. Additionally, power electronics converters have 
broad application prospects in smart grids and microgrids, warranting further in-depth research and exploration. 
Through continuous technological innovation and practical applications, power electronics converters will play 
an increasingly important role in achieving sustainable energy development goals.
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