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Abstract: This paper discusses the transformation of art education in anticipation of the future school, and emphasizes
the key role of art education in cultivating students’ creativity, aesthetic ability, thinking ability, and meeting social
needs. The shortcomings and delays in the traditional art education mode have become evident, prompting the need
to explore innovative educational methods. Digital art education is emerging as a means to offer a more immersive
art experience through virtual and augmented reality technologies while broadening students’ cultural horizons.
Interdisciplinary integration combines art with science, engineering, mathematics, and other disciplines to cultivate
students’ comprehensive literacy and innovative thinking. The innovative spirit and the application of educational
technology help students overcome difficulties and continuously improve their work. The article also emphasizes the
alignment between art education and social needs, the importance of social support and resources, and the training and

development of teachers.
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1. Introduction

Art education has always played an important role in cultivating creativity, aesthetic ability, and thinking
ability. However, with the development of the times, traditional art education seems to be gradually falling
behind, failing to meet the needs of modern society. With the progress of science and technology and the
change in society, the art education of the future school requires reform in order to better cultivate students’
comprehensive quality and innovative potential. This paper explores the foundational considerations for the
transformation of art education in future schools, putting forth innovative educational methods and strategies to
adapt to the needs of future schools.
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2. The importance of art education

Art education not only plays a role in training artists but also plays a part in cultivating students’ comprehensive
quality. Art education can improve students’ creativity, aesthetic ability, observation skills, and critical thinking
skills ™. Artwork is a unique form of expression that helps students show their ideas, emotions, and opinions.
Through creativity, students can develop self-confidence and explore their potential, which are the key skills
required in the future society and workplace.

3. The emergence of digital art education

With the rapid development of digital technology, digital art education gradually emerged. Digital art education
not only provides more learning resources and tools but also personalizes the needs of students . For example,
virtual reality (VR) and augmented reality (AR) technologies allow students to explore works of art in an
immersive way, thereby enhancing their art experience. Through these techniques, students can immerse
themselves in the artwork and experience the atmosphere and emotions conveyed by the artwork.

4. Fine arts education and interdisciplinary integration

In the future, fine arts education in schools should be further integrated with other disciplines to promote
interdisciplinary thinking and innovation . There are many connections and intersections between art and
science, engineering, mathematics, and technology. For example, in the art appreciation class, literary immersion
appreciation of the artworks is carried out, so that the art appreciation class exhibits more connotation and
charm. In the Chinese teaching of primary and secondary schools, incorporating illustration guides and literary
immersion art appreciation forms adds more vividness and richness to the learning experience . In architecture
and industrial design, artists and engineers often work together to create aesthetically pleasing and functional
products. Fine art can be combined with science to help students understand the physical properties of light and
color, which are essential for both painting and photography. Fine arts education can also be integrated with
history and social sciences to help students understand the relationship between art and society, culture, and
history "*'. This helps to develop students’ critical thinking and cultural sensitivity.

5. Cultivation of the spirit of innovation

Art education in future schools should be devoted to cultivating students’ innovative spirit ', Innovation
extends beyond technological advancements, it also encompasses innovation in the field of art. Students should
be encouraged to experiment with new artistic media, materials, and techniques, and to challenge traditional
ideas and methods.

The spirit of innovation also includes students’ ability to self-evaluate and reflect on their own work .
Students should learn from failure and constantly improve their work. This self-driven learning ability will
help students maintain a positive attitude in the face of various challenges in the future. Fostering innovation
also requires encouraging students to reach beyond their comfort zones and experiment with different styles
and themes. Schools should provide an open environment where students can freely express their ideas and
emotions. This will help them discover their unique voice and artistic style.
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6. Application of educational technology

The future reform of art education in schools cannot be separated from the application of educational
technology "*'. Virtual classrooms, online learning platforms, and artificial intelligence-assisted education tools
can provide more learning opportunities and resources. Educational technology can also be used for the digital
display and archiving of student work, facilitating feedback and evaluation between students and teachers.

Virtual classrooms allow students to study art in different places and times, eliminating the constraints of
time and space. Students can access a wealth of educational resources through the online learning platform,
including video tutorials, art history materials, and painting tools. These resources can help students better
understand art theory and practice and improve their skill level .

Educational technology can also provide data analytics and personalized learning recommendations to help
teachers better understand students’ needs and develop more effective teaching strategies. By analyzing student
learning data, teachers can identify students’ weaknesses and strengths and provide them with personalized

guidance and feedback "'”". This will help to improve the quality and effect of art education.

7. Evaluation and feedback mechanism of art education

In the reform of art education, there is a need to establish an effective evaluation and feedback mechanism "

Traditional educational evaluation often focuses on students’ grades and tests, ignoring students’ creativity and
artistic performance "*. In the future, art education in schools should adopt a variety of evaluation methods,
including portfolio review, project evaluation, oral expression, and peer evaluation.

Students’ artwork should be fully displayed and evaluated in art exhibitions and performances, exposing
students’ work to a wider audience. This not only serves as a recognition of the students’ creation but also
a motivation for them to go further. Feedback from teachers and classmates is also an important part of the
assessment. Students can interact with each other, share each other’s work, and provide constructive feedback.
Teachers should act as facilitators, helping students identify strengths and weaknesses in their work, and
providing guidance for improvement.

Most importantly, evaluation should focus on the individual growth and development of students . Each
student has a unique creative style and rhythm, and evaluation should respect and support this diversity. The

progress and self-discovery of students are the most valuable achievements that should be fully recognized.

8. Training and development of teaching staff

The future reform of art education in schools necessitates teachers with higher proficiency. Teachers not only
need to be proficient in artistic skills and theories but also need to acquire the ability of educational innovation
and interdisciplinary integration. Therefore, schools should strengthen teacher training and development and
provide opportunities for teachers to constantly update their knowledge and skills.

Teachers should also network with artists and industry professionals to gain practical experience and up-
to-date information on industry dynamics "*. This connection to the real industry allows teachers to better
understand the needs of the profession, introducing the latest trends and technologies into education.

9. The alignment between art education and social needs

Art education not only serves as a platform to cultivate students’ individual creativity but is also closely related
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to social needs. In modern society, creative industries are increasingly prominent, including advertising, design,
media, and entertainment. There is a huge demand for people with artistic backgrounds and innovative thinking
in these industries. Therefore, the reform of art education in schools in the future should be more closely aligned
with social needs and cultivate talents in line with the market needs.

Schools should collaborate with industry to bring in real cases and projects that allow students to hone
their skills in a real work environment. This approach to education, which is aligned with practical needs, helps
students better understand career requirements and prepares them for future employment.

10. Social support and resources for art education

The reform of art education requires social support and resources "', Governments, schools, families, and
businesses can all contribute to the development of art education. The government should formulate relevant
policies and regulations to provide necessary support and resources for art education. This includes funding for
schools, building modern art classrooms and equipment, and encouraging interdisciplinary collaboration. The
government can also encourage artists to participate in art projects in schools, providing more opportunities
for students to get in touch with practical artistic creation. Schools and families should also actively support
art education. Schools can offer diverse arts programs and opportunities and encourage students to participate
in art competitions and events. Families can nurture their children’s interest in art by providing art materials
and books that motivate them to express their creativity. The business community can partner with schools to
provide practical projects and internships to help students combine the arts with careers.

11. Conclusion

The transformation of art education in future schools is a challenging but hopeful task. Through digital art
education, interdisciplinary integration, fostering the spirit of innovation, the application of educational
technology, the alignment of social needs, the establishment of evaluation and feedback mechanisms, the
training and development of teachers, and the provision of social support and resources, we can bring about
real changes in art education in future schools. Art education is not only a subject but also a way of life and
thinking. It can cultivate students’ creativity, aesthetic ability, and observation and critical thinking skills, laying

a solid foundation for their future career and life.
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