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Abstract: This comprehensive study delves deeply into the relationship between the allocation of educational resources in 
urban and rural areas and educational equity. It takes the unbalanced distribution of educational resources between urban 
and rural regions as its starting point and employs quantitative analysis and field research methods to explore this complex 
relationship. The findings reveal that the uneven allocation of educational resources has a significant negative impact on 
educational equity, resulting in a substantial disparity between urban and rural students in terms of access to high-quality 
education. Policy attention deviation, an imperfect management mechanism, and insufficient investment in education 
are identified as the key reasons for this unbalanced allocation. Consequently, this study recommends that policymakers 
increase investment in rural education, reform the management mechanism, and optimize resource allocation to promote 
the realization of educational equity. The results of this research hold great significance for understanding the unequal 
distribution of urban and rural educational resources and providing valuable references for policymaking.
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1. Introduction
In the current stage of education development, the issue of the allocation of educational resources between 
urban and rural areas has become increasingly prominent, giving rise to significant concerns regarding the 
imbalance of educational resources and the fairness of education. Specifically, students in urban areas have 
access to a greater quantity of high-quality educational resources, while students in rural areas face limited 
opportunities to receive such quality education. This disparity in the allocation of educational resources not only 
deviates from the concept of fair education but also has a profound impact on the harmonious development of 
society. Therefore, by analyzing the imbalance of educational resources and exploring the relationship between 
educational equity, this study aims to provide supporting countermeasures and constructive suggestions for 
improving educational policies, promoting educational equity, and reducing the gap between urban and rural 
education.
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2. Current situation and problems of urban and rural education resource allocation
2.1. Current situation of unbalanced allocation of educational resources
The unbalanced distribution of urban and rural educational resources has emerged as a major challenge in the 
contemporary education landscape. Empirical data indicates that in urban areas, schools are abundant, with a 
strong teaching force, and comprehensive educational facilities. In contrast, rural areas are confronted with a 
shortage of teachers and outdated educational infrastructure [1–3]. For instance, when considering educational 
hardware, urban schools are equipped with modern teaching equipment and a rich supply of high-quality book 
resources. 

In contrast, rural schools often have small classrooms and antiquated equipment. In terms of educational 
software, urban schools offer a diverse range of elective courses and extracurricular activities, while rural 
schools, due to limited conditions, are unable to provide similar educational opportunities. This significant 
imbalance in the allocation of educational resources between urban and rural areas directly leads to a 
pronounced gap in education quality and learning opportunities, which in turn has a profound impact on 
students’ development opportunities and future competitiveness [4–6].

This situation demands a thorough analysis of its underlying causes and the identification of a rational 
solution. The unbalanced allocation of urban and rural educational resources is not merely an internal issue 
within the education sector but also involves multiple aspects of regional development imbalance. Only 
through in-depth research and systematic analysis can effective improvement measures be formulated to 
achieve balanced development in the allocation of urban and rural educational resources and the realization of 
educational equity [7–9].

2.2. Causes of urban and rural education resource allocation problems
The factors contributing to the unbalanced allocation of urban and rural educational resources are complex 
and intertwined. The lack of policy attention leads to a lack of targeted and long-term planning in the 
allocation of educational resources by the government. Without clear policy directives, the allocation of 
resources may be haphazard and fail to address the specific needs of rural areas. The imperfect management 
mechanism results in low efficiency in resource allocation. For example, there may be issues such as unclear 
responsibilities, duplication of efforts, and lack of coordination among different departments, which hampers 
the effective utilization of educational resources. Additionally, insufficient investment in education directly 
affects the conditions and quality of education received by rural students. Limited financial resources mean 
that rural schools may struggle to upgrade their facilities, attract and retain qualified teachers, and provide a 
comprehensive educational experience [10–12].

These causes interact with each other, exacerbating the unbalanced allocation of urban and rural 
educational resources. To address this issue, a comprehensive approach that addresses policy, management, 
and investment aspects is essential. By improving policy attention, enhancing the management mechanism, 
and increasing investment in education, the fairness and quality of rural educational resource allocation can be 
improved [13–15].

3. Correlation between educational resource allocation and educational equity
3.1. Impact of uneven allocation of educational resources
The unbalanced allocation of urban and rural educational resources has a direct and profound impact on the 
realization of educational equity. In urban areas where educational resources are relatively abundant, there are 
strong teaching teams, complete teaching facilities, and a vibrant academic atmosphere. This provides urban 
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students with more and better learning opportunities, enhancing their learning ability and competitiveness. In 
contrast, rural areas face a shortage of educational resources, insufficient teachers, simple teaching facilities, 
and uneven educational quality. As a result, rural students lag behind urban students in knowledge acquisition 
and ability training [16–18].

The uneven allocation of educational resources also significantly affects students’ choices and development 
opportunities. Due to the superior conditions of urban schools and higher teaching quality, many rural families 
often choose to send their children to urban areas to study, aiming to provide a better development environment. 
This leads to a reduction in the number of students in rural schools and limits the development of rural 
education, further widening the imbalance in the allocation of urban and rural educational resources.

In essence, the uneven allocation of educational resources directly impacts the educational opportunities 
and development prospects of urban and rural students, aggravating the unequal phenomenon of urban and rural 
education equity. It is imperative to promote the balanced allocation of urban and rural educational resources 
through policy adjustments and resource optimization to lay a solid foundation for the realization of educational 
equity [19,20].

3.2. Analysis of the impact of policy attention, management mechanism, and educational 
input
The unbalanced allocation of educational resources is closely related to policy attention, management 
mechanisms, and educational input. The lack of policy attention often leads to the distribution of urban and 
rural education resources favoring urban areas, intensifying the urban-rural education gap. When policymakers 
do not give sufficient consideration to the needs of rural education, resources are more likely to be concentrated 
in urban areas, leaving rural schools struggling to meet the educational needs of students.

The imperfect management mechanism allocates resources that lack openness and transparency, increasing 
the risk of corruption and mismanagement. Without a clear and efficient management framework, resources 
may not be allocated fairly and rationally, further exacerbating the imbalance.

Insufficient education investment directly affects the shortage of teachers, hardware facilities, and other 
educational conditions in rural schools. Limited financial resources mean that rural schools may not be able to 
provide a quality education comparable to urban schools.

To address these issues, policymakers are advised to increase investment in the field of rural education, 
improve the allocation mechanism of educational resources, and ensure the fairness and transparency of 
resource allocation. Only when policy attention is adequate, the management mechanism is sound, and 
education investment is sufficient can the allocation of urban and rural education resources be gradually 
balanced, thereby promoting the realization of education equity.

4. Research on improving urban and rural education resource allocation strategies
4.1. Strategy analysis of increasing investment in rural education
The lack of investment in rural education is a crucial factor contributing to the unbalanced allocation of urban 
and rural educational resources. To address this situation, policymakers should adopt a comprehensive range 
of strategies. Firstly, financial support for rural education should be significantly increased to ensure a more 
equitable distribution of funding between urban and rural areas. This can be achieved through increased 
government allocations, the establishment of special funds, and the mobilization of social resources.

A special subsidy mechanism can be established to focus on improving the infrastructure and teaching 
equipment of rural schools. This could include providing modern classrooms, updated laboratory equipment, 
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and access to digital learning resources. By targeting these areas, the gap between urban and rural educational 
facilities can be narrowed.

Governments at all levels should be encouraged to set up special plans for the development of rural 
education. These plans could focus on supporting the construction of rural teaching teams, improving the 
quality of rural education and teaching, and providing professional development opportunities for rural teachers.

Furthermore, enterprises, social organizations, and other forces should be encouraged to participate in the 
cause of rural education. Through partnerships and donations, these entities can contribute to the improvement 
of rural educational resources and jointly assume responsibility for the allocation of rural educational resources.

By implementing these measures, the investment in rural education can be effectively increased, alleviating 
the problem of unbalanced allocation of urban and rural educational resources and ultimately achieving the goal 
of educational equity.

4.2. Research on strategies for reforming management mechanisms to promote educational 
equity
Reforming the management mechanism is a crucial step in promoting the equity of urban and rural education. 
A sound evaluation mechanism should be established to regularly assess the allocation of educational resources 
and promptly identify problems and inequities. This evaluation should cover aspects such as the adequacy of 
resources, the fairness of distribution, and the effectiveness of utilization.

The mechanism for allocating funds for urban and rural education should be improved to ensure an 
equitable distribution of resources. This could involve setting clear criteria for resource allocation based on 
factors such as student population, educational needs, and regional characteristics.

Moreover, strengthening the construction of teaching teams is essential. This can be achieved through 
regular training programs and incentive mechanisms to improve the quality of teachers and teaching levels. By 
providing professional development opportunities and rewards for outstanding performance, teachers in rural 
areas can be motivated to enhance their teaching skills and dedication.

An information disclosure system should be established to ensure transparency in educational resource 
allocation. This will enable all parties in society to be informed about the allocation of educational resources, 
promoting public opinion supervision and social participation. Transparency can help prevent mismanagement 
and ensure that resources are allocated in a fair and reasonable manner.

Finally, strengthening the supervision and assessment of educational administrators is necessary to 
encourage them to achieve tangible results in promoting educational equity. By holding administrators 
accountable for the fair allocation of resources and the improvement of educational quality, the management of 
educational resources can be optimized.

By reforming the management mechanism, the original rigid and inefficient mechanisms can be broken, 
promoting the fair allocation of resources and further advancing the realization of urban and rural education 
equity.

5. Policy suggestions and future research directions
5.1. Policy suggestions for optimizing the allocation of urban and rural educational 
resources
At present, in response to the unbalanced allocation of urban and rural educational resources, a series of policies 
and measures should be implemented to optimize resource allocation and promote education equity. Firstly, 
investment in rural education should be increased. This includes improving the teaching facilities and teacher 
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quality of rural schools to narrow the gap between urban and rural education resources.
Secondly, the educational management mechanism should be improved by establishing a sound evaluation 

system and supervision mechanism. This will ensure the fair distribution and rational use of educational 
resources, preventing waste and abuse.

Thirdly, strengthening the training and support for rural teachers is crucial. By improving their teaching 
level and work enthusiasm, the all-round development of rural students can be promoted.

To optimize resource allocation, it is necessary to ensure the rational allocation and utilization of 
educational resources, improve the utilization efficiency and teaching quality of educational resources, and 
further enhance the overall level of urban and rural education.

These policy suggestions will help alleviate the problem of uneven distribution of educational resources 
between urban and rural areas, promote the realization of educational equity, and provide an important reference 
for China’s education reform and development.

5.2. Implications for future research
Future research can be conducted from the following aspects: Firstly, the impact of different policies on the 
allocation of urban and rural educational resources can be deeply explored. This includes analyzing the specific 
effects and influencing factors of policy implementation. For example, studies can examine how policies such 
as educational funding allocation, teacher recruitment and deployment, and curriculum development affect the 
balance of educational resources between urban and rural areas.

Secondly, by combining domestic and foreign case studies, the current situation and reform experiences 
of urban and rural educational resource allocation in different countries or regions can be compared. This can 
provide valuable references for China’s urban and rural educational resource allocation reform. By learning 
from the successful experiences and lessons of other countries, China can develop more effective policies and 
strategies.

Thirdly, further research can be conducted on the deep reasons behind the unbalanced allocation of urban 
and rural educational resources. This could involve in-depth analysis at the policy, social, and institutional 
levels. For example, studies can examine how historical, cultural, and economic factors contribute to the 
disparity in educational resource allocation.

Finally, quantitative and qualitative research methods can be used to explore the substantive impact 
of urban and rural educational resource allocation on educational equity from multiple dimensions and 
perspectives. This will provide more targeted suggestions for future policy formulation and reform measures. 
By using a combination of methods, a more comprehensive understanding of the relationship between 
educational resource allocation and educational equity can be achieved.

6. Closing remarks
This study has conducted an in-depth exploration of the relationship between the unequal allocation of urban 
and rural educational resources and educational equity. It has identified several problems in the allocation 
process, including unfair policy attention, an imperfect management mechanism, and insufficient investment in 
education. These issues seriously restrict the reasonable allocation of educational resources and the realization 
of educational equity in rural areas. Therefore, it is recommended that policymakers increase investment in 
rural education, reform the educational management mechanism, and optimize the allocation of educational 
resources to correct the allocation deviation and effectively promote the realization of educational equity. This 
study provides a deeper understanding of the unequal allocation of urban and rural educational resources, offers 
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a basis for relevant policy formulation, and also points out a direction for future research.
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