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Abstract: The party’s discipline construction in the party constitution is an important component. At the same time, the party 

constitution makes detailed records on the development and historical evolution of the party’s discipline construction, which 

can clarify the party’s discipline development process from the revision of the party constitution. Therefore, the investigation 

of the party constitution needs to be strengthened in the party’s discipline construction. This paper analyzes the historical 

evolution of the party’s discipline construction from the perspective of the party constitution.  
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1. Introduction 

General secretary Xi Jinping repeatedly stressed the importance of ensuring strict discipline in the party’s 

important speech. At the same time, grassroots organizations need to explore institutionalization and 

routinization of disciplinary education in Party building. In the new historical conditions, the research on 

the historical evolution of the party’s discipline is not only conducive to promoting the development of the 

party, but also the key to the construction of the Party conduct and of an honest and clean government. The 

party has always put discipline education in the first place in different development periods. Through the 

100year history of the party’s development, the party’s discipline education is also an important political 

advantage to promote the party’s continuous development and an important guarantee for the party to 

overcome the difficulties in career development and move towards victory.  

 

2. The Historical Evolution of the Party’s Discipline Construction from the Perspective of the Party 

Constitution  

2.1. The party’s discipline construction in the initial stage  

The development process from the First National Congress to the Seventh National Congress belongs to 

the beginning of the Party. After this period of development, the party has gradually matured and formed 

the rudiment of the party’s discipline. Through the party’s discipline construction, we can escort the party’s 

development under the bad environment and dark background. In the construction of the party’s discipline, 

Hesen Cai advocated that iron discipline should be established in the construction of the Communist Party 

of China. Only under the constraints and guidance of discipline can we build a party organization with high 

ideological consciousness, better adapt to the development of China career and shoulder great 
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responsibilities in the era of war. Therefore, in the party constitution construction of the First Congress of 

the Communist Party of China, the Communist Party of China has completed 15 programs, of which 10 are 

related to the party’s discipline construction [1]. From the first to the third National Congress of the party, 

the party actively explored the work of Party discipline and improved the party discipline for many times. 

In the second National Congress of the party, the Party constitution will have a separate chapter for party 

discipline construction, forming a preliminary system of Party discipline. Through the revision of the party 

constitution at the third, fourth, fifth and sixth National Congresses, the party’s discipline construction has 

been continuously improved. At the same time, the role of the supervision committee has been restored at 

the Seventh National Congress of the party, the leadership system of the Party committee has been clarified, 

the supervision relationship between the top and bottom has been established, and the punishment of Party 

members who violate discipline has been more detailed, so as to further maintain the party’s authority. 

(Table 1.)  

Table 1. The party’s discipline construction in the initial stage  

National People’s Congress About Party’s discipline construction 

The First National Congress of the Communist 

Party of China 

Build the first 10 Party discipline construction 

systems. 

The Second National Congress of the Communist 

Party of China 
Set up a separate chapter on Party discipline. 

The Third National Congress of the Communist 

Party of China 

For the first time, Party members are required to 

make up for a later period. 

The Fourth National Congress of the Communist 

Party of China 

1. The title of the country’s top leader is defined 

as the general secretary. 

2. Establish a party branch level organization. 

The Fifth National Congress of the Communist 

Party of China 

1. Put forward principled requirements and 

review means for disciplinary violations. 

2. Set up the Party Central Committee and the 

supervisory committee, and clarify the rights and 

status. 

3. Refine the punishment of Party members in 

violation of regulations. 

The Sixth National Congress of the Communist 

Party of China 

1. Clarify the operation method of democratic 

centralism. 

2. The punishment of Party members will be 

changed to disciplinary punishment. 

The Seventh National Congress of the 

Communist Party of China 

1. Restore the functions of the supervisory 

committee and build a dual leadership system. 

2. Further refine the punishment of Party 

members. 

 

2.2. Exploring the party’s discipline construction in the new period  

The party was born in the survival or extinction stage of the Chinese nation. In times of crisis, the party’s 

discipline construction is relatively hasty. In order to do a good job in the management of the party 
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organization, the management mode of higher-level supervision and lower-level supervision is adopted. 

However, the party’s discipline implementation and supervision cannot maintain a single top-down 

supervision mode, which is easy to lead to the breeding of corrupt psychology at the top. Therefore, a 

supervision system has been set up in the party constitution of the Eighth National Congress. On the basis 

of the original superior supervision over the lower level, the party organization also needs to build a 

supervision system of the lower-level supervision over the higher level, so as to achieve real equality among 

party members. In addition, after the Communist Party of China became the ruling party, the relationship 

between the party and the masses changed qualitatively. Therefore, the mass supervision was added to the 

party’s discipline supervision. The Ninth National Congress of the Communist Party of China is in the 

period of the cultural revolution, which abolished the separate chapter of the party’s discipline. At the same 

time, during the ninth and tenth national congresses of the Communist Party of China, the discipline of the 

party’s constitution was gradually weakened due to the influence of many aspects. The convening of the 

Eleventh National Congress did not severely punish the discipline supervision of the Eighth National 

Congress, and paid insufficient attention to the party’s discipline construction, but it played a connecting 

role. (Table 2.)  

Table 2. Party discipline construction during exploration period  

National People’s Congress About Party’s discipline construction 

The Eighth National Congress of the Communist 

Party of China 

1. Build an equal supervision mechanism of 

mutual supervision between superiors and 

subordinates. 

2. Introduce the people’s supervision system. 

The Ninth National Congress of the Communist 

Party of China 

1. Abolish the party’s supervisory organs and 

delete the special chapter on discipline. 

2. Violate the principle of democratic 

centralism. 

The Tenth National Congress of the Communist 

Party of China 
No organization, no discipline 

The Eleventh National Congress of the Communist 

Party of China 

Be strict to discipline supervision organs, and 

emphasize the discipline education of Party 

members. 

 

2.3. The party’s discipline construction in stable period  

In the construction of the party’s discipline, the construction of the party constitution of the 12th National 

Congress is of great significance. Among them, the party’s discipline and discipline inspection organs are 

regarded as independent chapters, which determine the election system of the discipline inspection 

committee, improve the status of discipline inspection, promote the supervision among the departments of 

the party organization through supervision and management at different levels, and maintain the purity of 

the party organization. At the 13th National Congress of the Communist Party of China, there were few 

changes to the content of the party constitution. At the 14th National Congress, anti-corruption was placed 

at the core of discipline construction, and a system of disciplinary sanction was formulated, which greatly 

improved the strength of discipline management. There are few requirements on the party’s discipline 

construction at the 15th and 16th National Congresses, which shows that the party’s discipline management 

has become mature and stable. The 16th Central University further emphasized the awareness of discipline 
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and law, and strengthened the party’s discipline construction. In the 17th National Congress of the 

Communist Party of China, the 16 character policy was incorporated into the party constitution to 

strengthen the construction of Party style, and formulate the inspection system and the supervision 

mechanism accepted by the Political Bureau of the Central Committee, which is the experience gradually 

explored in the development of the party and improve the internal supervision ability of the party [2]. The 

18th National Congress of the Communist Party of China emphasized the supervision of senior leading 

cadres. (Table 3.)  

 

Table 3. Party discipline construction in stable period  

National People’s Congress About Party’s discipline construction 

Twelfth National Congress of the Communist 

Party of China 

1. Set up a separate chapter for Party discipline.  

2. The election of the party’s discipline inspection 

committee will be changed from the Party 

committee at the same level to the local congress.  

3. Put forward the strategy of superior and 

subordinate organization supervision.  

Thirteenth National Congress of the Communist 

Party of China 

Clarify the provisions on the selection of the 

Secretary of the Central Commission for Discipline 

Inspection.  

The Fourteenth National Congress of the 

Communist Party of China 
Emphasis on anti-corruption disciplinary measures.  

The Fifteenth National Congress of the 

Communist Party of China 

Continue the disciplinary provisions of the 14th 

National Congress.  

The Sixteenth National Congress of the 

Communist Party of China 

1. Improve the requirements of internal supervision 

system.  

2. Combination of discipline awareness and legal 

awareness.  

3. Propose the combination of rule of law and rule 

of virtue.  

4. Strengthen the education of Party style and clean 

government.  

The Seventeenth National Congress of the 

Communist Party of China 

1. Write a 16 word policy on discipline.  

2. The Political Bureau of the CPC Central 

Committee is under supervision  

3. Inspection system  

The Eighteenth National Congress of the 

Communist Party of China 

1. The supervision of senior leading cadres  

2. Requirements for additional supervision cadres  

3. Emphasizing the exemplary role of leading 

cadres  
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2.4. The party’s discipline construction in the innovation stage  

The 19th National Congress has entered the stage of innovative development of the party. At the same time, 

the 19th National Congress has also made the most vigorous revision of the party constitution in history, 

further emphasized the discipline construction, affirmed the inner-party supervision responsibility of the 

discipline inspection organs, and expanded the rights and tasks of the discipline inspection organs, so that 

the party’s discipline construction has entered a new development period. The 19th National Congress 

summarized the experience of the party’s discipline construction since the 18th National Congress, learned 

the lessons from the party construction, took the party’s discipline construction as an important guiding 

content in the party construction work, and implemented the fundamental strategy of administering the 

party strictly through the discipline construction. At the same time, the requirements of discipline 

construction are integrated. In the party constitution, the form of the Discipline Inspection Commission in 

the party’s discipline construction is refined, analyzed from the three elements of politics, discipline and 

system. At the same time, the discipline construction is put forward separately, the anti-corruption is further 

emphasized, and the six discipline laws of the party are recorded in the discipline provisions of the party 

constitution of the 19th National Congress. In addition, a post office has been established to give full play 

to the authority of the discipline inspection team, which shows the party’s determination and strength in 

strict discipline. Finally, the function of the Commission for Discipline Inspection is changed from a special 

supervision authority to a special supervision body. Although there is only one word difference, it highlights 

the supervision responsibility of the Commission for Discipline Inspection.  

 

3. Thoughts on the development of the party’s discipline construction in the new era  

Discipline education is an important part of Party building. It is necessary to ensure the normalization and 

sustainability of education, which is conducive to solving the problems and contradictions within the party. 

In discipline education, we first need to build a way of combining party discipline with study style education. 

In discipline education, we need to adhere to the party constitution as the core, and integrate the content of 

the party constitution into the construction of study style. Strengthen the study of the party constitution and 

discipline to ensure the richness of the content and form of discipline education. At the same time, in the 

party discipline education, we also need to strengthen the optimization of cultural connotation and study 

style, and explore effective party discipline education activities. Play a leading role in the party discipline 

education of leading cadres, lead ordinary Party members and Party activists to learn together, arm their 

minds with Marx’s achievements, and adhere to the education mode of “the Two Studies and One Action” 
[3]. Strengthen the study of the constitution of the Communist Party of China and other documents, ensure 

the practice of the learning content in work, and realize the unity of knowledge and practice.  

 

4. Conclusion 

To sum up, the party’s discipline construction process can clarify the development context through the 

inquiry of the party constitution, make clear provisions on the party’s discipline in the party constitution 

from the beginning of the founding of the party, and constantly revise the party’s discipline construction in 

the party constitution in combination with different historical periods and the party’s development process, 

so as to promote the continuous improvement of the party’s discipline and can provide constraints and 

guidance to Party members and cadres to ensure the integrity of the party members and eliminate the “moths” 

in the party members. At present, the party’s discipline construction also needs to improve the quality of 

discipline construction in combination with the party’s discipline construction process and the historical 

task of socialism in the new period.  
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