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1 Introduction

Education can promote individual development, but
there is such a phenomenon in life. Whether ancient
or modern education, the concept of educational
hierarchy always exists. Confucius put forward the
idea of wisdom above and folly below. Furthermore,
perspectives of poor people who find it difficult to
achieve results are also popular. These phenomena seem
to question the idea that what can education change?
What is the purpose of education?

2 The role of education is to develop
the uniqueness of the individual and
maximize its potential

Many parents say,” don’t let your child lose at the
starting line”. The starting line that people most often
mention is actually the starting point of life. Such as
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heredity, material resources and the cultural atmosphere
of the family are the innate conditions of a child. A
person from birth, its starting point is fixed, each child
seems to have a different starting line, the starting line
between different children may be far away. If you think
education is useful, even if the starting line between
the two children is very different, through education
and training , the gap between them will be smaller and
smaller, and the last two will become very good. But if
you take another view, even if two children receive the
same education and intentional training, there is still
a big gap between them, basically consistent with the
original level, these children can only be in the original
class, then it means that you are invisibly denying the
role of education. So what can education change? Karl
Jaspers says there are three kinds of resistance to self-
generation: intrinsic immutability, intrinsic plasticity,
and original self-existence, while education only plays
a role in intrinsic plasticity''. In this way, education
works, but it works only to the extent that it can be
shaped. The book also mentions that “education can
only promote the development of people’s education
according to their talents and possibilities, and education
can not change the nature of life!"). Therefore, people
have a premise before receiving education, human
nature is different, can not be changed, never expect
everyone to become an insightful thinker. What
education can change is to develop the possibility of
human beings, so that children’s talents can develop
better. The function of education is to choose the perfect
educational content, let the children choose freely in
practice, and make themselves what kind of person.
In other words, the role of education is to develop the
uniqueness of the individual and maximize its potential.

But in education, we often do things that seem

Volume 4; Issuel0



useless. Is the purpose of education only to impart
knowledge? On the one hand, education should train
people with both culture and expertise. On the other
hand ,education is an art that teaches people how to use
knowledge™™. This is a seemingly concrete and general
view, since education has to do something boring, what
is this art?

Let’s give an example. What is the meaning of solv-
ing the quadratic equation? Why teach children to
solve the quadratic equation? The traditional answer
to this question is that the brain is a tool, you first have
to make the brain sharp, and then use it to master the
process of solving the quadratic equation is a process
of sharpening the brain. In traditional ideas, this is a
process of indoctrination in education to teach you this
knowledge of mathematics, whether you understand it
or not. Alfred North Whitehead once said that the hu-
man brain is not passive. Why do we learn the quadratic
equation ? The quadratic equation is a part of algebra,
and algebra is a way to quantify the world, which is an
example to guide us to explore the world. So the prob-
lem that education needs to solve is to let students learn
the whole knowledge by learning some knowledge. Re-
flecting on our present mathematics teaching, this kind
of education through a small part does not seem to get a
good interpretation. Teachers seem to teach knowledge
for knowledge points, and students learn only to learn a
certain knowledge point. So teachers’ teaching of con-
cepts seems to have far exceeded the study of principles
and methods. Children only use the brain as a tool to
sharpen it. From this phenomenon, we can see that this
teaching model seems to be contrary to our ideal educa-
tion. Alfred North Whitehead also put forward two pre-
cepts, one is not to teach too many subjects, the other
is that the subjects taught must be thorough, and I think
it is very practical. Knowledge is not as much as pos-
sible. The most important thing is to enable students to
understand what they have learned, to see the essence
through phenomena, and to see the woods through trees.
Therefore education should teach children how to use
knowledge, not just knowledge itself. The significance
of learning knowledge lies in the ability to freely apply
these knowledge, actively master these knowledge, can
not let knowledge in turn control human nature. This
is a very important point. The process of education not
only involves the processing of knowledge, the choice
and application of knowledge, but also makes our intui-
tive experience more valuable. This statement also veri-
fies the initial view of educational purpose, education is
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the art of teaching people how to use knowledge.

3 Grasp the rhythm of education

If education is called an art, we should grasp the
rhythm of education in the process of education.
Alfred North Whitehead once mentioned three stages
of intellectual development, romantic stage, precise
stage and comprehensive application stage'”. In fact,
these three stages of intellectual development can also
show a process of people acquiring knowledge. First,
the romantic stage is the first stage of understanding
knowledge, when we are in the stage of direct
understanding of facts, but occasionally make a
systematic analysis of facts, from contact with
simple facts, To begin to understand the importance
of unexplored relationships between facts. Second,
the precision stage is the stage of increasing and
supplementing knowledge, in which the extensive
relationship of knowledge is secondary to the accuracy
of systematic elaboration, and we obtain other facts
in a structured order, thus explaining and analyzing
the general content of the romantic stage. In the end,
comprehensive application stage, equivalent to a result
of education, is the goal of precision training. In this
way, education should be a process of repeated cycles.
The rhythm of education is closely related to the view
that education is “an art that teaches people how to
use knowledge “, and the process of using knowledge
corresponds to the stage of comprehensive application.
The above mentioned three stages not only correspond
to the stages of intellectual development in life, but also
are made up of repeated cycles in each small experience
of life. For example, every lesson in our life, every
subject, every stage of life is composed of these three
stages, and has been running around. In the above three
stages, their corresponding characteristic is the triple
cycle of freedom, discipline and freedom. The purpose
of education should be to make self-discipline a
spontaneous result of free choice, while freedom should
be given rich opportunities because of discipline.
Therefore, in our education, we should also learn the
rhythm of this education, no matter at any stage should
coordinate the relationship between freedom and
discipline.

Any activity that can enhance people’s knowledge
and skills and affect people’s moral character can be
called education. Education is neither the process of
indoctrination nor the process of loading items into
suitcases. Education has its own characteristics, and
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the process of education is a process of active choice.
Most similar to this process is the process of biological
absorption of food, if the child is fed inappropriate
food, it will not accept the absorption, biological
organisms have the opportunity to choose. On the
whole, education is to prepare people for all kinds
of direct experiences and experiences in life, to have
relevant ideas and appropriate actions to cope with the
situation that occurs all the time. The whole purpose of
education is to give people active wisdom. The process
of education should be an active process, a process
for the educated to explore, understand and practice
actively, and this process should be an art.

Let’s look back at the issues mentioned earlier.
What is the role of education? What is the purpose
of education? What do we need to pay attention to in
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education? We can conclude that although education
can promote individual development, education only
works to the extent that it can be shaped. So we can
inspire children by educating them. The purpose of
education is not only to instill knowledge, but also to
teach children to see the essence through phenomena.
Education is the art of teaching people how to use
knowledge. In education, teachers should grasp the
rhythm of education and make education an art.
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